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cities, Jewish Americans have infused our
Nation with a powerful faith, a commitment
to family and community, and a devotion to
scholarship and self-improvement.

Judaism is a unique gift to this land that
people of myriad faiths and cultures call
home. The ancient commandment of
tzedakah—charity—challenges us to em-
brace the duty of service to others. The Tal-
mudic teachings of mercy and justice, and
those who have sought to uphold these
ideals, grace the pages of American history.
We can draw strength and inspiration from
the enduring lessons of Judaism, and it is en-
tirely fitting that we honor the great tradi-
tions of its followers.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 30 through
May 7, 1995, as ‘‘Jewish Heritage Week.’’ I
call upon the people of the United States to
observe this week with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twentieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-five, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
3:06 p.m., April 20, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 24.

Memorandum on Employees
Affected by the Oklahoma City
Bombing
April 20, 1995

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Excused Absence for Employees
Affected by the Bombing of the Federal
Building in Oklahoma City

I am deeply saddened by the loss of life
and suffering caused by the bombing of the
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Okla-

homa City. I convey my deepest sympathy
and heartfelt sorrow to our fellow Americans
and their families who have been affected
by this senseless act of violence. Many parts
of the Federal Government have been mobi-
lized to respond to this tragedy.

As part of this effort, I ask the heads of
executive departments and agencies having
Federal civilian employees in the Oklahoma
City area to excuse from duty, without charge
to leave or loss of pay, any such employee
who is prevented from reporting to work or
faced with a personal emergency because of
the bombing and who can be spared from
his or her usual responsibilities. This policy
should also be applied to any employee who
is needed for emergency law enforcement,
relief, or recovery efforts authorized by Fed-
eral, State, or local officials having jurisdic-
tion.

Workers’ compensation benefits are avail-
able in the case of Federal employees who
were injured or killed in the bombing. The
Department of Labor has sent a team of
workers’ compensation specialists to Okla-
homa City to provide direct assistance to af-
fected employees and their families.

William J. Clinton

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring
President Cardoso of Brazil
April 20, 1995

Mr. President, Mrs. Cardoso, members of
the Brazilian delegation, to all of our distin-
guished guests, Hillary and I are delighted
to welcome you to the White House this
evening.

Mr. President, I learned many things
about you today. But one thing sort of sur-
prised me: I learned that as a young man
you were drawn to a life of the cloth. The
reason I learned that and found it surprising
was my grandmother told me that I would
make a good minister if I were just a little
better boy—[laughter]—and failing that, that
I should go into politics. [Laughter]

But I think for a long time your family
and friends believe you were more likely to
wear a Cardinal’s red hat than a President’s
sash. Well, you embraced politics, and now
you lead your great nation. But I can’t help
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